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The founding members of the new net-
work Sustainable Energy Wales (SEW)
include 2 INFORSE members: West
Wales Eco Centre, The Centre for Alter-
native Technology (CAT), and Awel
Aman Tawe, Carmarthenshire Energy
Agency, Conwy Energy Agency, Mid
Wales Energy Agency, South East Wales
Energy Efficiency Advice Centre,

Members came together at CAT on
Thursday, 17th March, 2005 to launch
their new network to provide renewable-
energy advice.

The Solar Trac is a solar-powered tractor.
It is a weeding or planting platform as well
as a light transport vehicle, providing
lower running cost, less noise, no pollu-
tion, and a better work environment.

The Czech PermaLot group behind the
Solar Trac is very interested in starting a
cooperative effort to produce the Solar
Trac in the Czech Republic.  It also seeks
similar cooperation with NGOs in devel-
oping countries.

It is powered by 8x100-watt
built-in PV panels in the
roof. The initial SolarTrac was developed
for organic agriculture in Denmark and
has been in use for 3 years without charge
from the grid. Presently, the Solar Trac is
used in PermaLot’s permaculture orchard,
which produces about 25 tons of apples
every year.

The project “Recycle a Can to Repel Can-
cer”, run by the Environment and Energy
Association with support from the UNDP/
UNOPS, involves crushing of soft-drink
metal cans for recycling, with profits go-
ing towards local cancer research.

A well organized collection and recy-
cling of these cans recover part of the
energy-effort cost, and reduce environ-
mental hazards.

An additional great attraction of the
project is that only solar energy is used in
all stages of the process. Photovoltaic
modules provides electricity.

The campus of Eastern Mediterranean
University at Famagusta was chosen as

the pilot area where, presently, large num-
bers of metal cans, about 8000 per day,
are damped into rubbish bins.  Mostly, the
cans are manufactured using tin (having a
magnetic property) or an aluminium alloy
(non-magnetic). They are separated in the
“Separator Unit” and fed into the “Crush-
ing Unit” where the volume is reduced to
one-fifth to increase packing density.

Info: erzat.erdil@emu.edu.tr

Wales: NGO Network Launched
Sustainable Energy Wales is a single net-
work to encourage the development of re-
newable energy for householders, com-
munity and micro businesses across
Wales.  Members all belong to not-for-
profit organisations already working in
the field of renewable energy and energy
efficiency.

The members believe that the objec-
tives of SEW cover many activities which
are timely and are clearly needed to as-
sist in the achievement of Welsh targets
for the reduction of CO

2
 emissions, the

elimination of fuel poverty, and improve-
ments in health.

The creation of a single network to en-
courage the development of renewable
energy for householders, community and
micro businesses across Wales is welcome
as it will enhance and strengthen the valu-
able role of the existing Welsh Energy
organisations. This development will un-
doubtedly be of great help in meeting
Welsh social and environmental targets
along with those of our own organisation.

More info:
 info@cat.org.uk.

amanda.rollpickering@cat.org.uk.

Cyprus: Solar-powered Crushing to Recycle Cans

Czech Republic: Solar-Trac Seeking Cooperation

Max Vittrup Jensen, PermaLot,
Czech Republic

More information:
PermaLot, Podolí

3,Bouzov, Czech
Republic.

 max@permalot.org,
www.permalot.org,

.PernaLot is a Czech NGO established in 2000,
 and also organising summer camps.

By Amanda Roll Pickering, SEW / CAT;
Wales UK.

Photo: Both units are on wheels so that demonstrations
can be made at different locations, especially at schools

to help further educate the youngsters regarding needs
for clean environment and sustainable energy.

By Dr. Erzat Erdil, Environment and
Energy Association, Cyprus, Turkey




